


Blessing of the Bibles: The Year of the Word 

At the start of the Spring term we reflected again on The Year of the Word in an as-
sembly. Every RE classroom has a lectern with a Bible on. During RE lessons the Bibles 

were blessed  using the Blessing of the Bible liturgy. 

Epiphany and Staff Catholic Life 

On the Teacher Training Day in January, staff reflected on the Epiphany of the Lord. 
Staff who we Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist were invited to a commission-
ing Mass with Father Stephen. Those staff were re-commissioned to be Extraordi-

nary Ministers of the Eucharist.  

Last term 

At the end of term, four members of the SVP 
group joined the Friendship group at Our Lady 

Queen of Peace for Mass and refreshments. They 
helped to make Advent wreaths, which were sold 

the following Sunday after Mass. The money raised 
was used to support the local SVP group.  

We finished the term by continuing to raise money 
for the Zimbabwe Medical Centre. 

The Year of the Word 

Students reflected on the Word of God in our morning collec-
tive acts of worship. In January students were given the op-

portunity to think about the Book of Isaiah and the meaning of 
the Gospels. In the first half term we reflect ion Luke 2:32 

“Here is the light you will reveal to the nations.” 



Blessed Edward Oldcorne Feast Day 

Monday 27th January is the Feast Day of Blessed Edward Oldcorne. We remember 
Blessed Edward Oldcorne’s Feast Day by celebrating Mass together as a school com-

munity.  

One RE class visited Blessed Edward Oldcorne’s Shrine at Red Hill. This year 9A4 
prepared the liturgy and visited the shrine. The class were joined by pupils from St 
Joseph’s in Warndon who had prepared prayers to lead as part of our liturgy. We 

were also joined by Mr McClarey and Mr Tota.  

During our morning act of collective 
worship, students spent the week re-
flecting on Blessed Edward Oldcorne 
and our tutor group martyrs. 

Blessed Edward 
Oldcorne Vigil Mass 

St Joseph’s pupils spent time reflecting on the life of 
Blessed Edward Oldcorne in the lead up to his feast day 

and produced an excellent display.  



Holocaust Memorial Day 

Holocaust Memorial Day was on Monday 27th January, the same day as Blessed Ed-
ward Oldcorne’s Feast Day. 

As a college community, we remember Holocaust Memorial Day each year. In our 
Mass in remembrance of Blessed Edward Oldcorne we pray for the victims of the 
Holocaust and other genocides that have happened since then. In the foyer stu-

dents are able to stop and reflect on the Holocaust with this display. This year Mr 
Jessop led an assembly reflecting on those people who lost their lives in World War 

II. Students who attended the Battlefields trip in October 2019 researched one 
person who perished in the war and their research was shared in the assembly. 



Ash Wednesday 

To mark the start of Lent on Wednesday 26th February each year group took part 
in an Ash Wednesday service. During the service students were asked to think 

about the importance of Lent and preparing for the suffering, death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus. Students were reminded of the 40 days and nights Jesus spent in the 
desert. During Lent as a college community we fast, give and pray. During the ser-

vice students were encouraged to think about how they could do those three things 
this year.  

Anne Line Feast Day 

 

On Thursday 27th February we re-
membered Anne Line, one of our col-
lege tutor martyrs. Anne Line and her 

husband were both converts to the 
Catholic faith. Anne was arrested 

when a priest was saying Mass in her 
house. The priest escaped but Anne 
was arrested and died at Tyburn on 

27th February 1601. 

Soli House 

The Lourdes pilgrims spent a weekend 
at Soli House to prepare for their 

visit to Lourdes. The Soli team pre-
pared sessions to reflect on what 

happened to Bernadette at Lourdes 
and what students can expect at 
Lourdes. The team gave their own 

personal testimonies about how life 
changing Lourdes had been for them. 
The weekend finished with a spon-

sored walk.  

The students who attended wrote 
thank you cards to the team. 





Lenten Liturgies 

Each Monday morning during Lent begins with a liturgy 
in the chapel. The liturgy is attended by staff and stu-
dents. Each week there is a reflection about the Word 

of God as well as a prayer and hymn.  

Lent Fast Day 

On Friday 6th March staff and 
students were encouraged to 
fast during lunch time by buy-
ing soup from the kitchen and 
donating money to our Lenten 

charities.  

Lenten Reconciliation Services 

This year we were not able to 
offer the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation. Although we couldn’t 
gather together for our Re-
conicliation Services we can 
still pray together using this 

prayer. 

Year of the Word 

In the morning daily act of collec-
tive worship we continue to re-
flect on The Year of the Word. 

THE SEASON OF LENT 
 

CYCLE OF PRAYER 

 
Please pray for the following inten-

tions: 
 

Candidates for the Sacraments, 

Women,  

The needy and hungry of the 

world,                              

Penitents and Wanderers 





Thinking about the Sacraments in RE Lessons 
 

During RE, our class got a chance to reenact a typical Catholic wedding. My class-
mates got a chance to participate as the Groom, Bride, Father of the Bride, Maid 
of Honour, Priest, Groomsmen, Bridesmaids and a ring bearer. Each class member 

was given a script to follow and read from. This allowed us to understand the 
prayers and vows that are usually said at a Catholic wedding. The Groom and the 

Bride were able to say vows and exchange rings like at a usual wedding with a ring 
bearer and all. An aisle was set up in the classroom and wedding music was played. 
Whilst this was a mock wedding, the scripts, rings, vows and the priest , played 
by a member of the class, helped us gain a better understanding of the topic we 

are studying.  
 

The rings were exchanged as usual, with the same words that would be spoken at 
a normal wedding, from this we could view the importance of the rings and what 
they represent. It was a great chance to act out and view a wedding in class as 

some students may not have attended a wedding before, so it was a useful oppor-
tunity for them to see what an actual Catholic wedding would be like.   

 
By Annabelle Hall 9A1.  

Prayer Leaders Day 
 

Monday 9th March was our annual Prayer Leaders Day led by Ms Downs from St 
Bede’s Catholic School in Redditch. Prayer leaders from the local Catholic primary 
schools visited our college to reflect on how they can lead prayer and worship in 

their own schools. Members of the Youth SVP group from Blessed Edward Oldcorne 
supported the day. The Youth SVP group wrote their own prayer liturgy to close the 

day.  

The Youth SVP group spent 
lunch time preparing for 
the Prayer Leaders Day. 

Student led prayer liturgy for 
the Prayer Leaders Day 



College Vocations Day of Prayer and Adoration Before the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 13th March  was our Vocations Day of Prayer and Adoration Before the 
Blessed Sacrament. RE classes spent time in the chapel praying before the Blessed 

Sacrament and praying for vocations. Students were encouraged to think about their 
vocations and reflected on how we can discern our vocations from God.  

RE Class Masses 
 

This half term saw the start of our new RE class Masses. 
Each RE class will plan their class Mass and will lead the 
Liturgy of the Word, the Bidding Prayers and music. 7SP 
celebrated the first class Mass. As a class they planned 
all parts of the Mass including how to organise the chairs 
in the chapel. This made the Mass really special for the 
class. Students led a short drama to help the class re-
flect on the Gospel message and sang hymns that they 



On Friday 20th March, on our last day in school before online 
learning began, we said these prayers together as a community 

during our morning daily act of collective worship.  

We ask all students to join our Catholic Life google classroom page. 



Throughout April the RE staff as well as other Catholic members of staff have 
been so grateful to our local parish priests who have been live streaming Mass each 
week and over the Easter Triduum. It has been truly special during these difficult 

times to be able to share the celebration of Mass with the Catholic community.   

 

THE SEASON OF EASTER 
 
 

CYCLE OF PRAYER 

 
 
 
Please pray for the following intentions: 
 
 

New Members of the Church,  
Vocations,  
The right use of the   
Media,                                               
The Church and human work. 
 



May is the month of Mary. This year our annual pilgrimage to Lourdes was can-
celled. Although we cannot visit Lourdes this year we can still remember how spe-
cial it is and why it is such a popular pilgrimage at our College. This year 30 stu-
dents were going on pilgrimage with Mr Tota, Mrs Fitzer and Mr James. We can 

spend time this month praying to Mary using the Rosary.  

Set yourself a challenge this month. 
Can you pray the Rosary at least 
once? Use the Praying the Rosary 

guide on the next slide. You can find 
this information and more at: 

http://
www.kenelmyouthtrust.org.uk/
uploads/1/1/2/0/112091691/
prayer_cards_with_bleed_-
_final_working_copy-page-

002.191212406_std.jpg  

At the Annunciation, the angel Gabri-
el told Mary she had been chosen to 
be the Mother of God, Mary willingly 

accepted God’s plan for her.  

We pray to Mary the Mother of God 
each time we pray the Hail Mary. 

Mary asked Bernadette to pray the 
Rosary when she appeared to her in 

Lourdes.  

To see how special Lourdes is follow 
this link: https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=IzeO0E36RJw  

Sunday 3rd May 2020 was Vocations 
Sunday. As People of God we are asked 
to pray for vocations. 
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