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TOPIC AREAS COVERED SPECIFIC TIMESCALE 
Wider World 
Depth Study 
 
Conflict & 
Tension  
1894-1918  
(25%) 

This study focuses on the causes, 
nature and conclusion of the 
First World War and seeks to 
show how and why conflict 
occurred, and why it proved 
difficult to bring the war to a 
conclusion.  
Content: 
Part one: The causes of the First 
World War 
Part two: The First World War – 
stalemate 
Part three: Ending the war 

 Homework and classwork will be 
marked against GCSE assessment 
criteria. Lesson tasks will require 
the recall, selection, organisation 
and deployment of knowledge 
demonstrating an understanding 
of relevant historical examples. 
 
Assessment 1 – Exam based 
assessment on part 1 
Assessment 2 – Exam based 
assessment on part 2 

One and a 
half terms 

Thematic Study 
 
Britain: Health 
& People 
1000–present 
day 
(25%) 

Students will gain an 
understanding of how medical 
ideas have changed over time 
looking at the different factors 
that led to change and the pace 
of that change. 

  Content: 
 Part one: Medicine stands still 
(Medieval Medicine) 

 Part two: The beginnings of 
change (Renaissance & Early 
Modern Medicine) 

 Part three: A revolution in 
medicine (19th Century Medicine) 

 Part four: Modern Medicine (20th 
Century Medicine) 

 
 

Homework and classwork will be 
marked against GCSE assessment 
criteria. Lesson tasks will require 
the recall, selection, organisation 
and deployment of knowledge 
demonstrating an understanding 
of relevant historical examples. 
 
Assessment 3 – Exam based 
assessment on part 1 
 
Year 10 Exam – Paper 1 – 1 hour  
                         exam on WW1 

Paper 2 – 1 hour 
45 min exam on 
Thematic Study & 
Elizabeth  

One and a 
half terms 
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TOPIC AREAS COVERED SPECIFIC TIMESCALE 
British Depth 
Study (inc. 
study of a 
historic 
environment) 
 
Elizabeth I  
1568-1603  
(25%) 
 
(Students will 
be examined on 
a specific 
historical site in 
depth which will 
relate to the 
content of the 
rest of this 
depth study) 

This depth study will focus on the 
last 35 years of Elizabeth’s reign 
considering economic, religious, 
political and cultural issues inc. 
Mary Queen of Scots and the 
Spanish Armada 
Content: 
Part one: Elizabeth’s court and 
parliament 
Part two: Life in Elizabethan 
England 
Part three: Troubles at home and 
abroad 
Part four: The historic 
environment of Medieval England 
 

Homework and classwork will be 
marked against GCSE 
assessment criteria. Lesson 
tasks will require the recall, 
selection, organisation and 
deployment of knowledge 
demonstrating an 
understanding of relevant 
historical examples. 
 
Assessment 4 – Exam based 
assessment on part 1 & 2 
Assessment 5 – Exam based 
assessment on part 3 & 4 
 
Mock Exam – Paper 1 – 1 hour  
                         exam on WW1 
                         Paper 2 – 1 hour  
                         exam on Thematic  
                        Study & Elizabeth 

One and a 
half terms 

Period Study  
 
America: 
Opportunity & 
Inequality 
1920-1973 
(25%) 

This period study focuses on the 
development of the USA during a 
turbulent half century of change. 
It was a period of opportunity and 
inequality – when some Americans 
lived the 'American Dream' whilst 
others grappled with the 
nightmare of discrimination and 
prejudice. Students will study the 
political, economic, social and 
cultural aspects of these two 
developments and the role ideas 
played in bringing about change. 
They will also look at the role of 
key individuals and groups and the 
impact the developments had on 
them. 
Content: 
Part one: American people and 
the 'Boom' 
Part two: Bust – Americans' 
experiences of the Depression and 
New Deal 
Part three: America's post-war 
society 

Homework and classwork will be     
marked against GCSE   
assessment criteria. Lesson   
tasks will require the recall,     
selection, organisation and   
deployment of knowledge   
demonstrating an  
understanding of relevant   
historical examples. 
 
Assessment 6 – Exam based 
assessment on part 1 & 2 
 
2nd Mock Exam – Paper 1 – 1hr 
45min exam on WW1 &  USA 
 Paper 2 – 1hr 45min exam on 
Thematic  Study & Edward I 
 

One and a 
half terms 

Revision 
Programme 

Paper 1 – Understanding the 
Modern World (Wider World 
Study & Period Study) 

All revision will be guided by      
subject staff and the students     
will receive an AQA approved     

Half a term 



 

Paper 2 – Shaping the Nation 
(Thematic Study & British Depth 
Study) 

revision textbook and access to     
past paper questions. 


