
Wider Reading Examples

Religious Studies

Amazing Muslims Who Changed the World by Burhana Islam

Do you think you know who first thought of the theory of evolution?

Have you ever wondered who created the oldest university in the world?

Is Joan of Arc is the only rebel girl who led an army that you've heard of?

If so, then you need this stunningly illustrated treasure trove of iconic and hidden amazing Muslim heroes!

There are so many more amazing Muslim men and women who have changed our world, from pirate

queens to athletes, to warriors and mathematicians. Who will your next hero be?

Can A Robot Be Human? By Peter Cave

In this book of puzzles and paradoxes, Peter Cave introduces some of life's most important questions with

tales and tall stories, reasons and arguments, common sense and bizarre conclusions. From how to get to

heaven, to speedy tortoises, paradoxes and puzzles give rise to some of the most exciting problems in

philosophy - from logic to ethics and from art to politics. Illustrated with quirky cartoons throughout, "Can

a Robot be human" takes the reader on a taster tour of the most interesting and delightful parts of

philosophy. This title is for everyone who puzzles about the world.

A Very Short Introduction to….. Buddhism by Damian Keown

Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction introduces the reader to the teachings of the Buddha and to the

workings of Buddhism in daily life. Damien Keown looks at the distinctive features of Buddhism,

examining who the Buddha was and what his teachings were. By considering how Buddhist thought has

developed over the centuries, Keown considers how contemporary dilemmas can be faced from a

Buddhist perspective. In this new edition Keown provides new perspectives on Buddhist thought,

including up-to-date material about the evolution of Buddhism throughout Asia, the material culture of

Buddhism and its importance, new teachings on the ethics of war and peace, and changes to ethnicity,

class, and gender.

A Very Short Introduction to….. Christianity by Linda Woodhead

At a time when Christianity is flourishing in the Southern hemisphere but declining in much of the West, this

Very Short Introduction offers an important overview of the world's largest religion. Exploring the cultural and

institutional dimensions of Christianity, and tracing its course over two millennia, Linda Woodhead provides a

fresh, lively, and candid portrait of Christianity's past and present. Addressing topics including the competition

for power between different forms of Christianity, the churches' use of power, and its struggles with modernity,

this new edition includes up to date information on the growth and geographical spread of Eastern Christianity,

reflecting the global nature of Christianity in our ever-shifting contemporary culture.



A Very Short Introduction to….. Philosophy of Religion by Tim Bayne

What is the philosophy of religion? How can we distinguish it from theology on the one hand and the

psychology/sociology of religious belief on the other? What does it mean to describe God as 'eternal'? And

should religious people want there to be good arguments for the existence of God, or is religious belief only

authentic in the absence of these good arguments? In this Very Short Introduction Tim Bayne introduces

the field of philosophy of religion, and engages with some of the most burning questions that philosophers

discuss. Considering how 'religion' should be defined, and whether we even need to be able to define it in

order to engage in the philosophy of religion, he goes on to discuss whether the existence of God matters.

Exploring the problem of evil, Bayne also debates the connection between faith and reason, and the

related question of what role reason should play in religious contexts. Shedding light on the relationship

between science and religion, Bayne finishes by considering the topics of reincarnation and the afterlife.

The Puzzle of God by Peter Vardy

A clear, well-written guide to philosophical thinking about God. Starting with the question of what it means

to say we believe in God, and looking at the nature of truth, Peter Vardy goes on to examine ideas about

God and their influence on Christian thinking.

Peter Vardy takes the reader through the arguments, using amusing illustrations and analogies. He writes

for the lay person or student, not assuming any specialist knowledge, and not imposing any particular view.

The Complete Philosophy Files by Stephen Law

A brilliantly entertaining introduction to philosophy. This edition collects The Philosophy Files and The

Philosophy Files 2 together in one omnibus.

Is there a God? Should I eat meat? Where does the universe come from? Could I live for ever as a robot? These

are the big questions you will be wrestling with.

You'll encounter lively scenarios and dialogue to take you through the philosophical puzzles that have been

plaguing humans for centuries involving virtual reality, science fiction and a host of characters from this and

other planets.

The Pig That Wants to be Eaten by Julian Baggini

Is it right to eat a pig that wants to be eaten? Are you really reading this book cover, or are you in a

simulation? If God is all-powerful, could he create a square circle? Here are 100 of the most intriguing

thought experiments from the history of philosophy and ideas - questions to leave you inspired, informed and

scratching your head, dumbfounded.


